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Park Ridge kisses SOC goodbye

City Council quits anti-O’Hare expansion group after 23 years

By Dancy HENDRICKS
SYAFF WRITER

One of the Jounding nmem-
bers of the Suburban OTare
Conunission pulled ot Mon-
day nighi as Park Ridge aidor-
men voled to no longer support
the anfi-aiyport expansion or
ganizallon.

Spurred on by promises
made during a conlentious
campaign prior o the April 1
municipal eleclions, the Park
Ridge City Council in May post-
poned a vote on yenewing, lor
another year, its 23-year mem-
bership in SOC.

"Fhe council postponed voles
an a $61,600 payment to 50C
for annual dues, and detayed a
$300,600 payment lo cover fu-
tee ali-O'Tiare expansion liti-
gaticn  costs,  subject o
interviews with SOC members
as well as those of the O'lTave
Neise Cornpatibility Connis-
sion, which were beld i the
Tast several weeks,

in lwo separale votes, alder-

men voted 7-6 10 not make -
ther payiment to S0C, essen-
lially  resigning the cily's
membership on the commis-
sion.

Sixth  Ward  Alderman
Michael MaRous, whose Park
Ridge consulting firm repre-
sents O'Hare inlerests, recused
Iimself from both discussions
and the [inal votes. Had he nod
done 30, the culeome may well
have been turned around. In
[act, by nof voiing, MaBous
may have “casl” the swing vole
on the issue.

i MaRous had voted with
thie six other memhers of his
Homeowners Parly, the tally
would have been 77, Mayur
Ronald Wiclecha {a slaunch
supporter of S0OC), who voles
ot the council only in cuse ()f
fies, would have given Lthe "yos’
side one more vole fora lula] ul‘
87, in favor of paying SOC and
coplinuing membership in the
CORUISSION,

The actual 1-6 vole against

The Park Ridge City
Council was asked Mon-
day night {0 approve an
annal dues payment of
364,600 fo the Suburban
O'Hare Commission and
alse to approve a $300,000
payment o cover e
cosls of future Hilgations.
In lwo sepavale votes, Al-
dermen voled 7-6 aguinst
making the payments,
thereby ending the city's
Zyear membership in
SOL.

“NO” votes
Donadd  Crampton

Ward}, Michael
{Ist), Boward

(1st
Tinaglia
Primark

Here’s how they voted

(4th), Mark Anderson (5th),
Rex Parker (6ih), Jeffrey
Cox (Mh) and Larry friel
(Th).

“YES” votes

Richard DiPietro (2nd
Ward), John Benka (2nd),

Andrea  Rundblad-Bate-
man  (Grd), Sue  Bell
Brd},  Sue Beaumont
{4th) and Dawn Disher
{51h).

Sixth  Ward  Alderman
Michael MaBous recused

fimself from voting on boil
wssues. Mayor Ronald Wi
elecha voles only in case of
u lic.

F Tvimark said he has heard from ¢

membership resulied in both
positive and hegative reactions
fron: ¢ity officials.

Alderman Rex Parker, who
voted against supporting S0OC,
sald the city money needs (o be
uged on other city-related proj-
ects. Ina separale conversa-
tion, he said he was pleased
with the oulcome.

“I’s time 1o work on prob-
Jems in Park Ridge,” said the
Gthy Ward alderman. “Now we
can foeus on our fown.”

On the other hand, Wi
clecha, a commission officer,
said he was disappointed.

“I think the decision was not
based on facls that were pre-

] SOC Continued from

said, “No one wanis 1o shul
down the airport,” but she said
one of her concerns lies with
the increased pollution.

Alderman Dawn Disher said
ihough she sees the benefils of
Joining an organization such as
the O'Have Noise Compatibility
Commission (ONCC), she also
said SOC has proven itself over
the 23 years, and she supports
its efforts.

However, Aldennan Mark
Anderson  said  city money
needs o be spent more wisely,

d " Rlderman Howard %

residents that the city should }
"stop spcndm;, mumy lhdt

SIMilarly, Aldelmdn Teff
Cox in 2 later conversation said
many vesidenis he has talked
with do not support cily’s in-
volvement in SOC.

“T think thal we have done
what the cilizens wanted us to
do,” said 1he Tth Ward Alder-
man. “When I was ranning for
adetinan, mosl oitizens were
not in favor of funding SOC, so
I made a decision to not sup-
porl. thatl.”

As the aldermen’s vole split
on the issue, so did many of the

sented,” he said. T think the
facts speak for themselves, I
OMare {nternationsd Airport)
is developed and Nights double,
they will have a negalive im-
pacl on the gquality of life in the
{own.”

Prior o discussions Monday
night, Wiciecha made refor-
ence to a map from the City of
Chicago's Abrporl Layout Plan
Subinitial for PHave Tnterna-
tienal Airport dated December
2002, The map ilusirales the
notse levels surrounding Pavle
Ridge under the currenl pro-
posed airport expansion plan.
Park Ridge, primazily in the
aily’s southern-most wards, is
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public comments made Mon-
day night. Some residents fa-
vored SOC, noling its success,
while others said the new tech-
nology of the aircrafts has
helped cul noise and air pollu-
tants, The neise is not as bad as
it used 10 be, some said.

Craig Johnson, S0C vice

ET think the
decision was not
bhased on facts that
were presented. ¥

Park Ridge Mayor
Ronald Wictecha

charman and Eik Grove Vil-
fage mayor, said he was nol
sinrprised by the City Council's
decision. Fle said he believes
that the group was molivated
by politics, not by the poten-
tially negative effect of O'Hare
expansion on the community.
While SOC will lose $64,600
of its $400,000 budgel with Park
Ridge's departure from the or-

shiown 1o be heavily affecied by
noise poliution from the new
iandings and lake-off patterns,
Wietecha said.

“Y really think that map is
significant,” he sad in a laler
conversalion. “1 jusl dow't know
why il was ignored.”

Those aldermen who fa-
vored SOC membership noted
the possibie inercase of noise
and air pollution and the aflects
of expansion on Park Ridge.
Some were also worried about
the possibility of quick-take ac-
Lion by Chicago.

Alderman  Suc Beawmont

{Continued on page 12)

ganizatlion, Johnson said the ul-
timate loss will be to the Park
Ridge residents.

Johnson  said  SOC  has
changed in i#s  composilion
over the years, and Lthe loss of
Park Ridge will nol be a devas-
iating one. Park Ridge now
joins Niles and Des Plaines as
Tormaer SQOC memboers.

With the departure {rom
SOC, Park Ridge City Council
mombers are to discuss in the
August City Council meeting
the possibility of joining the
O'are  Noise Compatibility
Commission. The QNCC is an
organization formed in 1896 o
bring communities, schook dis-
tricts and residents logether to
help reduce aireraft noise sur-
rounding ('Hare.

Alderman Cox  said  resi-
dents move 1o Park Ridge
knowing (FHare is & neighhor
{0 the community.

“Ws time 1o sit down and
tatk ahoul what we can do o
meve forward instead of spend-
ing time wilh Itigations,” he
sald.

Staff Writer
Patrick Corcoran
contributed to this report.



